How much do I water my landscape plants?
Water the root zone completely, and then allow the soil to dry slightly. Watering too much can cut off air to the roots, growth stops and plants die. Watering too lightly or not frequently enough, the moisture will not move far enough into the soil. Roots grow where moisture, nutrients and air are available. Shallow rooted plants cannot tap deeper water reserves in droughts and heat, thus they cannot survive. To tell if you are watering thoroughly, using a shovel or trowel, look underground, through the top 4-6 inches of soil to be sure water is moving to the root zone. WATER WELL, AND LEARN HOW LONG IT TAKES YOUR SOIL TYPE TO DRY SLIGHTLY BETWEEN WATERINGS.
 

Trees, shrubs, and landscape plants should be watered just inside and outside the drip line, or outer edge of the plant. In foundation or border plantings, it may be more convenient to water the entire area. A hose, soaker hose, or various kinds of sprinklers are commonly used. For deep-rooted trees, a root needle or fertilizer-feeding needle (minus the fertilizer) may be used for deep watering. This is a tedious process, but it works. Penetration is important.

For recently planted trees and shrubs, a dished- or berm-enclosed area constructed around the base of a tree or shrub may be filled with water. This allows for slow percolation into the root zone. However, on heavier soils during the rainy season or in the winter, these basin rims are best removed to avoid concentrating too much water.

Shrubs and trees near house foundations, under eaves, or in southern, southwestern, or western exposures have to be watered more frequently. They may get little water from precipitation, and reflected heat from walls leads to increased water and heat stress.

Capillary action can cause dissolved salts to be carried from moist zones into the dry soil under eaves. A salt concentration is then left behind as the water evaporates. Thorough leaching of such areas may occasionally be necessary, particularly in the drier regions of the state, to remove salt buildup. Mounds or berms in which landscape plants have been installed have much more soil surface exposed to evaporation than the natural soil profile. Therefore, these areas will have to be checked and watered more frequently.

Recently transplanted woody plants need special attention. The soils in which balled and burlapped and containerized plants have grown often are radically different from the soils into which they are planted in the home landscape. When this occurs, interfaces develop between the original nursery soil and the soil at the new site. 

Because of these interfaces, water does not move readily between the different media. Therefore, it is most important that water be applied to both the nursery soil and the surrounding soil during the critical establishment period. Roots grow only where there is moisture, and unless both media are moist, the roots may never grow out of the original nursery soil.  

Plants in such a situation may ultimately girdle themselves and die. Container soils, in particular, have a bad habit of drying out much faster than the surrounding or backfill soils. Both media should be adequately moistened to prevent newly installed plants from being injured or dying of drought. But be careful not to over water.

Mulching newly established shrubs and trees, helps prevent moisture loss. Moisture-demanding plants, such as rhododendrons, azaleas, and ferns, have to be irrigated more often during warm, sunny weather.
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